04/28/2006 16:07 FAX 13124635001 



BANNER & VITCOFF 



@006/020 



PATENT COOFERATION TREATY 



Ft^m ffhfi 

mrSRN ATIONAL 5BARCH1NG AUTHOEUTY 



To: 



PCT 



WRtTTEN OPINtON OI^THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHINOEAUTHOKtry 

<fCTRiiki-i3&a.O 



AppUcsd'ft or agem^ fUe nfeROce 

08021FC 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 

5cc p«n9rq>h 2 Dctow 



PCT/CH2004/000217 



07,04.2004 



14.04.2003 



Inunurional puoir OurificsiieB qPC) «• beth nstioml clas^fSctxtoe «ad IPC 



2E0CHSM AG 



TMs opinion eowvins tndkdiooitrdtrtAg lo tbe followlafi ilccDS 



IS 

a 
□ 

IS 
□ 
isi 



BokNo.1 BBriseftheopliil^ 

BoxNa.!! Hodiy 

fim. Ka. m KoMwitUitfaQwoi of opinIoD wUi nfiBid ro Mivdf^, Invteiiva f>cp and Indbsiriil wIfciUttty 

Boi.Na.IV Lick of ODdTy of inveolioD 

Box No> V RoBSODcd stMeman ODder 43Mf. 2(iO(D wltb to iMvehy. i 

q^liubiUijrs dtMfifnmA vf^waAom aiappoitti^ finch daemafi 

Sa«No.VI CoialndocainMilsGfKd 

Bos No. Vn Gflfnlii ddbai Id InttnualaqBl npplMon 

B«xNA.Vin C0i4Dob«vailoiBonlboiolen]ttioal<ppUGilloii 



FURIHER ACTION 

If B danond fiv fairanniloMj p^dfoilDay cxattipatjon n OBdc, Obs opirioa wUl be ooiuldnBd lO bfi a Mlittb oi^ap of ibe 
IrtoRuliont] Prdloiinaiy exonanioe Ambntiiy nPfiA") except itwl lUv does imn jpfily win iJb qipliom e|i»*im Avtfiority oilur 
Itwn Ihia one to bo Iho IPBA ^ rbe cho£n 1P?A kps podttod Jh? litenulHMu] BurcAD oidv Rolo 6fr.IMb) ^ ^riiMi opinoni ol 
ibli InimiadDoiI SexrcMoft AithoHty wiU DOT bo ao eoAfktedL 

If Ihli opdolflA iflv jKiTvtM oibovc, c oMt dfl rq) ro boa wrincn cpkolon of the IPBA. ifae ippllcav Is invliBd m gubodi io rbe IFBA m. 
wrineo Rply togdhu, wbora Bijpxopilaiei wkh uMbdiiiDqti. befwe Ihe expintloii of 3 raooiba fretn lbs dub of aaUio^ o( Fonn 
PCPlSA/320 or bcfcre rtic explrMlon of 22 Dumihi tan iho pMby 446. wMchsver cxphct Ids. 
fivfher oplloBi» ma Bm PCT/ISA/2aO. 

Por tbrthtf dddlt. wo nofeilo Fonn PCnSA/22a 



KiauB and ooilmfradftca of ihft ISA/BP 



nm ICiyiSA;2»7 (cwcr fheeO (luury 2aiM> 



Tricphono Nok 



PA(X6l20'RCVDAT4l28l20065:05:36PM[Eastiml)ayli9MTIine]*8W^^^ 



04/26/2006 16:07 FAX 13124635001 



8ANNER & fflTCOFF 



121007/020 



WTOTTCKOPiraONOFTBS 



PCT/CH2004/000217 



J. Wbh refsrd lo ihe Ub^biccl tbs ofjiiuon hu been cAaUIM on ihe bttiacf itie imemnloail ^pUewior la Ihs Mgv^v is wfaichil was 
filed, ikiletiotterwiBe faMfittf«d mdcr ihix iicah 

Rtfa 12J and 23Ll<b)X 

2. WMi ngud lo sny bbdsotida md/or anlDo add icqvencfl dlicloifid Ui ihb iitmutima} opp&caliDii and Mdattti'^ I6 iIb dnmed 

tyfQ of luaunal 

uUB(p)rei8iedfoil)btai^iKB]iiHq( 
k fonnn of osu^li^ 

n iQ^ncnfaniin 

I I inconpai«nadi6ie fono 
Cr tiiii6(d'filii]|/ABiii!Aiir% 

I I eoncalttod in ibeimanrieaal^pUeaionflp filed. 

rn CUfldiofeiberwhbthBinionptioradflivtiGtftonlBMa^^ 

rj teBljMi«MqBeitf|yMihlAAittlMi«yfgrdiejyBpoi^ 

3. I I Ib flddltlen. In tbc cas; thil iKftii ooe vendoo or copy of a nqm^ listing and/ar tAble(^ ttliUAg il^irto hap bcm filed er 

ftrntUaad. iliq r«(|btRd Barammi rtnr the iifoEmaloo In the labiBqitaat ur oddHlocul copies it tdaaieal 19 IM Id the BppScdtoo Aft 
flied or dott iior f» bcjnod ihe «n>Ucate u Bkd, Qi wepdwe; wftB teni^ 



Pom FCnyiSAOn (Bq» Nq^ 0 (iBOBiy 2CXM) 



PA6E7l20*RCVDAT4l2»2(l085:IIS:36PM[EastemDayligMM^ 



04/28/2006 16:07 FAX '13124635001 



BANNER & VITCOFF 



@ 008/020 



whuten opd9X)n of tbs 

oneBNAllONAL SASGDNO AUTHCfim 



lofsnalioae! opsilicilitoo Na. 

PCT/CH2004/000217 



1. ^ The firflwDg docnmai hat pqt yet tcui faul Aod! 

1^ copy of Uice^erap^oartQn whose piktliylittliAtedfltmBa0<«U4^ 

n mitaMoo Qf ihe cvfier Appltcavlpo wlm priority bu been dtiaisA (Mt 4^.1 And ti6^7(b^ i. 

CoiwqiMBity ft hu noi ben poodblft lo conlidcr Ibe vslidily of tbc fiiarily gUal TMi oplDien Ins tiavwflidift ten c«ibUM on 
ite uflwpiia« tbBi tb6 leteTiBC dtfe 111 rbe daned pdwft^ 

Tfab cpliiUto 1»» exMafaed if no inoriry had bcea dilmed doe m tbb fkcf ib^ the pnnriiy dam hai bcco fpgnd ioviUU 
(Rtdtt 43£ix.l qod 64blX Umi for ibe pvponu atttii oplAtoa, il* turftnoiitaal filmg dale iodteaii^ ibove <s cobiMerBd io be i|s 



^ □ 



X Addhlond obacmilaiu, if u c uwmy i 



Aomi PC17I8A/237CBM No. Ilk darany 20<M) 



PA6E8/20'R(»IDAT4I28I2006 5:05:36 PM[EastemDayHgMTiine]*S«^ 



04/28/2006 16:08 FAX 



13124635001 



8ANNER 8t VITCOFF 



@00d/020 



wkuikn opinion op the 
intornahonal sba&ching adthooty 



PCT/CH2004/000217 



B« N^V BMoacd Aalcncni imdtr Rule 43^lftl(iKI) witti n^rd Co nsrclty, bmnfl^ ii^ or lodutfrial AppUcabllRy: 



1. Siateiqefil 

W<^«*y<N) CWrt, 8-11 
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QtatioQSMd cxptenittoAi: 

1. TJlis report makes reference to the following 
documents <D) cited in the search report. The 
numbering will also be maintained in the iurther 
procedure: 

Dl: DE-B-1 055 515 
D2: US-Al-2001/004 9998 
D3: US-A-5 656 264 
D4: EP-A-0 940 174 

2 . Clarity 



2.1 The applicable claims 1-13 are directed toward, a 
niethod for manufacturing formed zeolites which is 
defined by means of the following unconventional 
parameter : 

- the bulJc density of the highly dispersed 
attapulgite binder, measured in conformity with £N 
ISO 787:1995D, is larger than 550 g/L, 

The use of this parameter in the given 
relationship must appear as a lack of clarity 
within the meaning of PCT Article 6. It is 
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impossible to compare the parameter mentioned by 
the applicant to that which is disclos»:d in the 
prior art (see Guidelines C-III, 4.7a). 

3 The present application does not satisfy the 

requirements of PCT Article 33(1) to (3) because 
the subject matter of claims 1-20 is either not 
novel within the meaning of PCT Article 33(2) nor 
involves an inventive step in within ths meaning 
of PCT Article 33 <3). 

3.1 Document Dl discloses a method for manulactutring 
bonded zeolite molecular sieves (sodium zeolite x) 
wherein 3-95 parts attapulgite can be mixed witii. 
97-5 parts molecular sieve without the adsoiptive 
capacity of the molecular sieve being 
Significantly reduced except by dilution, m 
manufacturing balls from molecular sieves bohded 
with clay, the clay, molecular sieve and water are 
thoroughly mixed in an arbitrary manner. 
Sufficient water is used to achieve a se:niplastlc 
state. In the following examples, the balls are 
dried in the air and fired after manuf acnure. The 
examples use attapulgite possessing a menn 
particle size of 0.077 u (see column 1, ;.ine 4 - 
column 3, line 47; Tables II and ill) . The bonded 
molecular sieve is used to adsorb CO,, The use of a 
mixture of attapulgite with another clay bincter 
and the use of expanding agents are made 
accessible in Dl (see exan^ie column 2: 1.27 kg 
attapulgite and 0.21 kg kaollne; stearic acid). 
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